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Excerpt from A Dictionary of the Bible:
Comprising Its Antiquities, Biography,
Geography, and Natural History, With
Numerous Illustrations and MapsThe
Bible, which an eminent Englishman has
felicitously and truly named the Book for
the People, is nevertheless, with multitudes
even who profess to value it, as the words
of a book that is sealed, which men deliver
to one that is learned, saying, Read this I
pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is
sealed: and the book is delivered to him
that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray
thee: and he saith, I am not learned. (Isaiah
xxix. 11. 12.)There is much in the Bible to
which only the Holy Spirit by His
influence on the heart can give the key; and
thus the child and the unlettered man may
find in it a wondrous revelation though
sealed to the undevout scholar, for the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise
the simple. There is much too in these
ancient Sacred Writings, that cannot be
understood and enjoyed except by the aid
of research and learning. Biblical
scholarship is needed to help us not only to
fathom the depth of meaning, but often to
interpret even the real thought and import
of what is read. The most patient, prayerful
and profound investigation of scholarly and
devout minds along the ages, has been
addressed to the elucidation and unfolding
of the Bible, that no part of it may be
sealed to the lowliest and unlettered, and
that its divine significance may be
comprehended by all. To search the
libraries of Christian lands, gather the
results of the Biblical learning of centuries
and give them to the people, as a help in
their reading of the Divine World was a
vast and most praiseworthy enterprise. A
few years since, Dr. William Smith of the
University of London, and the most
eminent lexicographer in the
English-speaking world, associated with
himself seventy distinguished Divines and
Authors of both Europe and this country, in
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the great task of preparing a complete
Dictionary of the Bible, and supplying the
want which had been long felt by the
religious Public. The result of these labors
has appeared in three large octavo volumes
of over three thousand double-columned
pages in small type. This Dictionary is not
only unsurpassed, but far outrivals all other
similar works and has the unqualified
praise and confidence of Christian scholars
in this and other lands. It is in itself a great
library - the condensation of thousands of
volumes of essays, histories, travels and
commentaries, so that the Bible is
elucidated and illustrated as never before.
The labors and learning of centuries are
gathered into this one focus, to throw a
clear, strong light upon every page of the
Inspired Word.About the
PublisherForgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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and natural history, with numerous illustrations and maps. Front Cover. William Smith. 
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